
DECISION-MAKING FLOW FOR ADDITION OF NEW VACCINES

3 months

6 months

9 months

12 months

15 months

18 months

21 months

24 months

* The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) provides guidance to the Secretary for Health and Human Services, the Assistant Secretary for Health, and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on the most effective means to prevent vaccine-preventable diseases.  The Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Immunization Schedule is 
determined by the ACIP.
**The Vaccine Advisory Committee (VAC) provides medical recommendations to the Washington State Department of Health on issues related to the use of vaccine and other medications in 
public health response to disease and for current management of vaccine-preventable diseases.
*** The State Board of Health (SBOH) provides leadership by suggesting public health policies and actions, by regulating certain activities, and by providing a public forum.

Announcement is made about the vaccine approval (FDA
licensed)

ACIP* makes vaccine recommendations to CDC and determines if vaccine is included in the Vaccines for
Children (VFC) program. Concurrently begins discussions with the Washington Chapters of the America
Academy of Pediatricians (WCAAP) and the Academy of Family Physicians (WAFP) for inclusion in combined
routine  childhood immunization schedule.

    CDC negotiates  contract  prices

          CDC approves vaccine recommendations and officially publishes them in MMWR

The program determines the expense
and resources necessary to follow the
recommendations including VFC
entitlement funds.
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DOH Preliminary Policy Discussion

The Immunization Program prepares a 
decision package for consideration by 
DOH. Approved decision packages are 
submitted to OFM in a Budget 
Request

Vaccine is purchased through the CDC contract and
distributed by the Immunization Program to public and
private providers through the local health departments.

OFM reviews the decision package and
recommends to the Governor for or against
additional funding in the Budget Request or
Supplemental Budget.

The Vaccine Advisory Committee** considers the
information, and makes recommendations to the DOH
regarding inclusion in schedule and school law.   

The State Board of Health determines
whether to initiate the WAC revision
process to make the immunization a
school requirement.

WAC revision process is completed.
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8 monthsIf the Governor decides to include additional
funding in the Budget Request, it becomes part of
the Budget submitted to the Legislature.

If the Legislature concurs, DOH has spending
authority for additional vaccine.

If appropriate, initiate WAC  revision with the State 
Board of Health***
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